
MMMAAARRRSSSHHH   LLLAAANNNEEE   AAALLLLLLOOOTTTMMMEEENNNTTTSSS    

Here we are just starting Year 2 on our 

lovely Marsh Lane site.  

Now that we have got through the dreaded 

paperwork to formalize our agreement with the 

Council, we are hoping that we can spend more 

time dealing with the actual day to day, on- site 

practicalities. Many thanks to Geoff Greenland, 

our Secretary over the last year, without whom we 

would still be trudging through the legalities! 

We could not have got this far in one year without 

the greatly appreciated help of volunteers; the aid 

of the West Berkshire Partnership Community Plan 

Fund for fencing and the container; the North 

Wessex Downs AONB grant for water and the loan 

from Hungerford Town Council to help our cash 

flow over these very expensive first two years. 

Thanks also to the huge efforts of Geoff 

Greenland, Dave Broderick and John Stanley we 

officially have water on Marsh Lane. The four IBCs 

(big white tanks) will be filled directly from the 

new borehole and they in turn will keep the 

troughs filled. Many thanks to Tony for all the 

tankering he undertook last year.  

 

Annual General Meeting 

Our first AGM is to be held on 13th July at 
the Royal British Legion. 
 

As well as being an opportunity to meet fellow 

plotholders, the AGM is where HAHA members will 

have the opportunity to vote for committee 

members and discuss how things are handled on 

the Marsh Lane and Fairfields sites. 

Thank you for paying your rents so promptly so we 

have been able to pay our loans and other statutory 

payments and can get on with the groundworks. 

 

Welcome to the six new plotholders in 2011. You 

are sure to pick up lots of tips from your fellow 

plotholders to help you have a great first year on 

the site. More newcomers are expected over the 

next few weeks. 

 

If you need help always feel free to ask – you may 

not get the same advice twice, but you’ll certainly 

get some ideas!! 

 

The Sharing table should prove useful for new and 

established plotholders alike. 

 

We are still new to management of allotments so 

policies and procedures are still evolving and input 

is always welcome. 

We hope to recruit more Committee members 

including a Secretary, since Geoff’s resignation in 

May. 

Full details of the AGM will be posted on site and 
online in advance.  
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The committee has nominated individual 
‘champions’ to oversee activities regarding 
specific aspects of the site: 

Chris Tout – Ground Works 

Plans are in progress for grassing and upkeep of 

the communal areas, including the edging 

between plots and the rabbit/deer fencing.  

When details are known they will be added to the 

notice boards advising when there will be working 

weekends – to which all are welcome to volunteer! 

 

Geoff Greenland – Water 

Although Geoff is no longer on the Committee he 

will remain as Water champion, along with John 

Stanley, providing support and instruction to 

volunteers to ensure that the IBCs are filled and 

the system is maintained.  

 

Tony Drewer-Trump - Social Events/communal 

area 

After the success of last year’s barbecue we will be 

holding one on the 4th Sunday of each month, 

starting at 2pm.  

Events to be on the community area, with 

vegetarian options available.  

      26th June         Midsummer Simply English 

      17th July         Italian Themed BBQ 

      21st August       Tex/Mex Themed BBQ 

      18th September     Cajun BBQ 

Further details will be posted closer to the date. 

Plans for 2011 
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John Stanley – Container 

There are 36 brackets available in total on the 

south side of the container, either side of the 

top ones are pegs for hoes. Lower brackets are 

for forks and spades only with pegs on the 

north side to fit hoes on narrow fixing with the 

wider spacing for rake handles. 

Safety note: Spades/Forks should be hung with 

blade/prongs facing the wall. 

There should be no rakes on the south side, not 

even on top of board – this is purely for safety 

reasons.  

 

There is a bucket, tissue, brush and WD40 

available on the bench for cleaning your tools. 

Please remove most of the dirt on your plot and 

try to keep the container mud and clutter free. 

A boot cleaner is available under the bench. If 

required, put it on the slab at left of entrance. 

Last to close the container, please replace 

inside. 

A blackboard is provided outside the container 

for notices, comments, etc. by committee and 

plot holders as necessary.  

 

Waiting List 
 
We are currently working through the waiting list 
which has 19 people on it. 
Please remember that if you already have a plot you 
can still be added to the waiting list to have an 
extension or if you would be specifically interested 
in being offered a neighbouring plot if it becomes 
available. 

Note that the maximum allowance on Marsh Lane for 

a household is 6 poles. You cannot be added to the 

waiting list if your address already has this quota 

registered. 

 

If you are no longer able to work your plot 

please contact the Committee at the earliest 

possible date. We will try to assist if you 

have a short-term problem or can discuss 

other possibilities for longer term issues. 

If you are terminating your lease let us 

know so that a newcomer can take over a 

plot before weeds are waist-high! Any 

requests for new applicants, extensions, 

having a smaller plot, etc. must be made in 

writing to Belinda and Jamie. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Working your Plot 

This year the Committee is in a better position to 
deal with plots which are not worked or are not in 
a well-cultivated condition. 

Our tenancy agreements state that plots and adjacent 

paths must be “in a clean and tidy condition at all 

times and in a good state of cultivation". Some weeds 

are clearly unavoidable but they must be cut back 

before they run to seed to avoid impacting on your 

neighbours. 

Policy regarding poorly cultivated plots will be agreed 

with HTC and action taken when necessary.  

Fruit trees can be grown on your plot but there 
are rules on what and how they must be grown. 

The HTC lease with the landowner specifies that no 

trees can be planted on the site so they must be 

planted in pots, otherwise restricted for ease of 

removal as necessary. 

Please do not plant (or buy any) trees prior to 

discussing with the Committee as we don’t want to 

cause disappointment if your plans do not fit in with 

the agreed rules.  

Some information regarding our insurance 

One of the annual payments which HAHA is 
responsible for is site insurance.  
 

HAHA carries Public and Products Liability 

insurance (£5million) and Employer’s Liability 

insurance (£10 million) but at Marsh Lane these 

only apply to the land delineated by the deer and 

rabbit fencing (ie the land leased by the Council 

from the landowner).  

Please also note that HAHA has no insurance for 

vehicles and their contents or any tools or 

equipment brought onto the site. 
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Rules imposed on site are based on the 

Council’s lease and the aim to avoid causing a 

nuisance to your neighbouring plotholders. 

The policy for disposal of waste has had to 

change this year. 

Green waste should be taken home for disposal, 

composted on your plot or dried out then burnt 

on your plot.  

Stones should be kept on your own plot or 

spread evenly on a metre width of ground, 

between a sprayed line and the fence, along the 

north and west boundaries. Do not dump your 

waste on paths or along the rabbit fencing. 

All other rubbish must be taken home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So the issue is of balance: Within the scope of 

your business and industry, you want to provide 

something in each newsletter that will be of 

interest to all the major players in your 

audience. By doing so, you will ensure that all 

your readers will continue to return to your 

newsletter, edition after edition, to find that 

relevant article that they know is waiting for 

them. 

Please help to keep the site safe by keeping 

paths and communal areas clear of debris.  

Children are of course very welcome but please 

make them aware of the dangers on an 

allotment site and ensure they are supervised at 

all times.  
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Marsh Lane Committee 

The Marsh Lane committee is made up as follows from the main HAHA committee: 

Chairman: 

Chris Tout, Plot 45 

01488 683821 

chairman@haha-hungerford.org.uk 

Membership, waiting list & website: 

Belinda & Jamie, Plot 7 

01488 684182 

apply@haha-hungerford.org.uk 

Treasurer: 

Ted Angell, Plot 42 

treasurer@haha-hungerford.org.uk  

Committee Members: 

Diane Loft, Plot 39 

John Stanley, Plot 73 

Kerry Taylor, Plot 28 

Tony Drewer-Trump, Plot 78 

Trevor Jackson, Plot 35 

Seed Secretary: 

Derek Loft, Plot 39 

07799 660584 

seedsec@haha-hungerford.org.uk 

 

 Don’t forget to visit the website for the latest minutes, information and photos of the site. If you want to 

share your own photos, recipes, ideas or questions then please register with the Yahoo forum – you can 

use your Yahoo, Google or Facebook account to apply for access – details on the website… 

http://www.haha-hungerford.org.uk 
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